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Threshold Concepts
	Threshold concepts, described as being new or transformed ways of thinking of thing, is naturally attributed to humans having troublesome knowledge. A concept that is difficult for most to understand is how all governments are coercive and are therefore illegitimate or understanding the criteria for a legitimate government. Foreign or alien knowledge can restrict people from understanding the threshold concept of political legitimacy.
	Political legitimacy, a main component of political theory, must be understood in order to attain the core ideas of political philosophers. Political legitimacy is the right or justification of a government to rule through such things as consent of the governed, divine right, patriarchy, etc.   Understanding political legitimacy allows people to see how a stable and functioning government can exist within a society. It forces people to question what makes a government appropriate and where its authority stems from. Validity of laws and authority must be questioned by people in order to maintain an effective government within society. Personal freedoms and rights stem from political legitimacy as our government decides what rights we have and what we can and cannot do. It is difficult to understand what a government needs to do and what authority it must give in order to be legitimate. Without this understanding it is very difficult to see where political theorists are coming from and why they believe their ideas make a legitimate government. It is very difficult to comprehend an idea of a legitimate government being one with an absolute ruler or believing that no government or a government with no coercion is legitimate. Yet these ideas are crucial in opening up our ideas about individual freedoms, self-protection and autonomy. 
	At first glance, having no government or governments with no coercion would seem abstract and illogical. How could we sustain a society with no laws, authority and social order in place under government? It is almost impossible to view all governments as being illegitimate because they exist all throughout the world and they have been around for thousands of years. We would assume that society would become chaotic and destructive as evil people could do as they please. Our self-preservation, property and rights are not protected without government. Consensus on things would be nearly impossible as each individual is different and have differing opinions on things. With an absolute ruler in place our natural rights and liberties could easily be restricted. The absolute ruler could easily abuse his/her power and exploit the people being ruled. The sovereign leader could attain too much power which would restrict its people’s freedoms and rights with unnecessary laws and actions.  We must realize Goldman and Hobbes’ true purpose in believing in a legitimate government that is non-coercive or holds absolute power. 
	Goldman’s beliefs stem from the liberties and freedom of individuals that can only be truly felt without a government present. Without a government, people are guaranteed unrestricted access to the earth and the pleasure of the provisions of life. They are guaranteed this because they are un-coerced by a government and thus people can experience true freedom. People are born free with the whole world being our right to explore. Duties imposed on us as obligations, ideals or duties by the State are unjust. In her ideas, Goldman explains a social order based on the free grouping of individuals which would produce real social wealth. A sort of wealth that is not attained through laborious work but through the harmony of all individuals. Goldman rightly claims that all governments are coercive and restrict the autonomy of individuals. Our actions are restricted through laws and rules. Our voices are silenced by governments as it becomes difficult to express our wants and desires. With a government in place humans cannot experience self-rule and autonomy. Our lives are led by authority and the obligation to follow our leaders. The government instills ideas through education and through the media. Our naturally individuality is constantly being conformed through our governments and our ability to live our own lives is imposed upon.  She believes that governments only help the wealthy and create further inequality for the disadvantaged. Minorities hardly have any voice in society and cannot change the government in any way. In her ideas, Goldman gives credit to humans being cooperative and mutually helping each other. With a non-coercive government or no government at all, humans would be more inclined to aid each other and work together to fight through issues. 
	The Hobbesian idea of having an absolute ruler stems from the natural fear of humans and their desire to create a government. Without a government in society, humans are inherently evil and strive for power and property at all costs; even through the exploitation of others. The self-preservation of humans is put in danger by others. This situation enhances natural fear in humans and causes them to desire a government. In order to protect the lives of humans and to secure a more peaceful society, an absolute power must be implanted. Self-preservation is highly valued under the ideas of Hobbes which allows us to understand why his type government makes sense. The authority must be absolute in order to keep a sense of fear in citizens so they will abide by its laws. A division of power makes people feel less obligated to follow orders because the authority would be less direct and would not be as powerful. Under a Hobbesian government people must give up some of their rights to the absolute power but they still maintain natural rights and freedoms.    	
	Emma Goldman’s idea about no government being legitimate really opens up our values of autonomy, self-respect and individual freedoms. It makes us question whether our true freedoms and rights as individuals are being restricted through the coercion of government. Humans may not be giving themselves enough respect and freedom as we live under a multitude of laws and restrictions that inhibit us from experiencing the true values of life. Without a government in place our society could possibly reach new heights and fewer problems would arise. True equality would exist for individuals and our personal freedom would not be in question. In understanding Goldman’s ideas about political legitimacy, we learn that we should have a higher value for our general self, freedom and rights as individuals. 
	The ideas that Hobbes proposes makes people realize that governments protect our lives and make society a safe place to live. The suggestion of an absolute ruler really makes sense when we acknowledge that life without a government would be chaotic and dangerous. An absolute authority would enforce obligations among people and a social order would easily be attainable. Under Hobbes, people give their power and rights to the sovereign as it acts like an artificial person acting on behalf of everyone. This seems logical because the people themselves create the sovereign power and consent to giving him ultimate power. 
	Foreign ideas that Goldman and Hobbes propose are difficult to understand when we first see them but once we get their core ideas of political legitimacy, it becomes easily understandable. At the core, Goldman values the freedom and natural autonomy of individuals which causes her to see a non-coercive government or no government as legitimate. Hobbes’ paramount idea of self-preservation and a safe society explains his proposal for an absolute authority. As these ideas are foreign to many, this troublesome knowledge holds us back from truly understanding what the theorists are trying to convey. When we understand their depictions of political legitimacy we get a grasp that human protection and the protection of natural rights are essential to them.  
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