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Threshold Concept Rough
Looking back on the quarter, the most difficult threshold concept for me was the way Hobbes viewed political legitimacy. Hobbes believes that the sovereign or ruler should have complete and total power because without complete or total power the sovereign would not be able to preform his or her duties to the best of his or her ability. This seemed very contradictory to me because I have grown up in a system where the power is divided among multiple branches of government. In most cases that I have seen or studied, when one person has too much power he or she abuses it or becomes tyrannical. He or she does not do what is best for the people that he or she is ruling. After reading Meyer and Land’s essay there were many things that caught my interest. Their idea of Troublesome Knowledge and more specifically Alien Knowledge and Ritual Knowledge seemed to click and resonate with me the best out of the different concepts that they proposed because it seemed like it applied to me more than the other ideas. First, I plan on discussing how Alien Knowledge plays a huge factor in the threshold concept of Hobbes’s political legitimacy because I have grown up in a completely different system that has worked well for me. I know nothing else so anything new is hard to grasp. Second, I plan on talking about how I have seen governments like the one that Hobbes describes take a turn for the worst and actually end up being extremely tyrannical. Finally, I plan on talking about how Ritual Knowledge has negatively contributed to my knowledge of Hobbes and his theories. 
Alien Knowledge is described as, “Knowledge that comes from a perspective that conflicts with our own” (Page 7, Section 4.4). Everyone has biases in life because someone or some group of people have influenced them to think that way. For example, the first way I learned how to solve a polynomial function by using the FOIL method in seventh grade. I used the FOIL method for a very long time and it worked well for me. As I got older different forms of solving polynomial functions were being introduced to me. One example of this is factoring by grouping. I never really learned how to do it well because I had the FOIL method so engrained into my head. This new way of doing it seemed foreign and weird. Just like the FOIL method, I have grown up in our governmental system and it has worked well for me. I think it is as close to perfect as we are going to get. For the most part is fair, and one can argue that everyone has a say in our government. If I had to live in any other form of government I don’t know how I would respond. It wouldn’t make any sense. This is why Hobbes’s view of government has been particularly hard for me to grasp. We have lived and been prosperous in this form of government so why would anyone want to change it. Why would we try any other form of government? To try another form of government seems to be, “Counter-intuitive” (Page 7, Section 4.4).  The American government and Hobbes’s government are so completely different that Hobbes’s government seems so impossible. It is very troublesome for to try and picture this government. My brain keeps on referring to the government that I have known and experienced for such a long time. I think that if I would have grown up in different countries where I would have been able to see different forms of government and how they work it would have been a lot easier for me to understand Hobbes. Or vice versa. If I had grown up with no government Hobbes would have been easier to understand. The government that we have now is so engrained in my head, which makes it very hard for me to imagine any other way or to think about any other way, because my brain will always defer to what I think is the “right” form of government. 
Secondly, if you look at history, there is no way that Hobbes’s form of government will be successful. Almost every instance in history where one person has complete control ends up being bad for the people who are under that one person’s rule. Of course, there are instances when the ruler is fair and just, and the people actually benefit from the ruler. But this is extremely rare. When one person has so much power it is so difficult for the person in power to keep that power in check and to not abuse that power. People are inherently greedy and tend to look out for themselves more than others. If someone has a chance to get rich or be successful at the cost of another person or even multiple people, then they will take advantage of the opportunity. A perfect example of this is the story we just read in class The Ones Who Walk Away from Omelas. A large majority of the people who see the child suffering still stay in Omelas. Very few people walk away from Omelas. As long as they are happy, then the suffering of that child does not matter. History has proved time and time again that it is almost never good when one person has too much power. Often times, they want more and more power and will do or sacrifice almost anything or anyone to get more power. How many soldiers have died for no reason other than the person who was in charge of them wanted to be in charge of more land and more people. If you look at the business world today, I would be willing to bet that 85 percent of the people who are on top of the business world today, chose to step on someone’s toes in order to move up or advance in their company. People are inherently greedy and human nature says that myself is more important than anyone else. It is in peoples’ human nature to choose themselves over others. One can argue that everything people do, they do for their own benefit. This is a very difficult concept to grasp, but when you think about it, everything that you do, can be rooted back to your happiness or well-being. 
Another aspect of Troublesome Knowledge is Ritual Knowledge. Ritual Knowledge is learning for the sake of doing well instead of learning to actually learn and understand the concepts. In high school this worked, but in college it doesn’t work because to do well on the tests and quizzes you actually have to understand and know the details. No longer can I afford to try and just memorize terms. I have tried to do that this quarter and it has not gone that well for me. I did this when we were learning about Hobbes and it only contributed to my confused state. 
In the end getting past the threshold concept of Hobbes’s government was hard for me for multiple reasons including Alien Knowledge and Ritual Knowledge, which are both different aspects of Troublesome Knowledge. Once I understood that Hobbes believes that the people are the authors of the sovereign so they choose who is going to be in charge. In a sense they are in charge. I was able to understand Hobbes’s view as a more viable option. But the thing that is still hard for me to grasp is the fact that Hobbes believes that one person must have total power in order to keep everyone safe. I strongly believe that people should have the right to revolt if necessary. Because I strongly disagree with Hobbes about this topic, it was very difficult for me to get past this and focus on the good in his views. 
[bookmark: _GoBack](This is a very very Rough draft and after writing it, I realized that I didn’t hit on like any of the major points that I wanted to talk about. I think my focus is off and I’m going to be re-writing significant portions of this paper trying to focus more on Hobbes’s belief that we shouldn’t be able to rebel against the sovereign. So in the end I’m going to write about how the people are the authors of government and how they are behind government. I’ll talk about Locke and Hobbes.)



.
[—

[TV ————
S ———
T ——
[ PRTAAIS—

L .

oo i o Al Kb o s i bl

PSR R ——




