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Self-Preservation as a Threshold Concept
	Thomas Hobbes’s philosophy of the best hypothetical government can be difficult to understand.  The individual characteristics that make up Hobbes’s government seem detrimental to society because they leave no room for free will and political expression due to an all-powerful ruler.  The unique underlying concept that ties together Hobbes’s ideas for government is self-preservation.  In this paper I will discuss how understanding self-preservation as Hobbes’s key concept leads to understanding Hobbes’s philosophy on government.  I will also show how Locke’s governments appears differently from Hobbes’s without having the prior knowledge about Hobbes’s key concept.  Next I will discuss Hobbes’s key concept in terms of alien knowledge according to Meyer and Land’s definition.  Lastly I will discuss how my view of Hobbes’s idea changed over this quarter through the blog posts and through studying for the midterm.    
	Hobbes’s structure of government can appear difficult without understanding the underlying concept that ties it all together.  Without understanding self-preservation as a key concept of Hobbes’s philosophy, his theory includes an all-powerful leader, a lack of political authority for the public, and a plea to stay out of the state of war.  Recognizing self-preservation as the key underlying concept connects Hobbes’s ideas into a comprehensible theory.  Hobbes proposes that everybody exit the state of war, where life is in ever-present danger, and submit to an all-powerful Leviathan to rule and govern the people.  According to Hobbes if these procedures are followed then nobody has to fear for their lives because the sovereign, although all-powerful, needs its subjects alive to rule over them and maintain power because the sovereign’s role, like any government, is to protect the people (Hobbes, 117).  This concept transforms self-preservation from another factor of Hobbes’s proposed government to the fundamental cause for it.    
	Self-preservation is a basis for Hobbes’s theory because it promotes the quality of life.  With the absence of this knowledge, Hobbes’s theory appears to advocate for an all-powerful sovereign that controls the people and restricts the people’s political authority.  Without understanding Hobbes’s interest in protecting the people of a commonwealth it is hard to understand John Locke’s philosophy that government should exist to protect fundamental rights.  The two theorist’s views simply appear to be advocating for two different types of rulers without understanding the basis behind their ideas.  Hobbes advocates for an all-powerful ruler while Locke calls for a leader who is only present to settle disputes (Locke, ##).  Understanding Hobbes’s premise that the ruler needs total power to keep its subjects alive and complacent in society exposes that there is a reason behind Locke’s hands-off government.  Locke believes in a non-interventionist government because he believes people have the capacity to live comfortably on their own because they are, “by nature, all free, equal, and independent” (Locke, 95).  Locke’s belief that people are free and equal lends itself to his belief that government should exist to settle disputes and guarantee the fundamental rights of life, liberty, and property.   
[bookmark: _GoBack]	According to Meyer and Land, self-preservation being the key concept of Hobbes’s political theory can be classified as alien knowledge because it varies from what government’s main role is in today’s society.  Hobbes’s idea is troublesome knowledge because it conflicts with the modern view that a government’s function is to make and enforce laws to keep order in society.  While Hobbes partially suggests this it is hard to understand it because most students learning about it have not had their lives in eminent danger.  Hobbes was concerned about people living in a state of war and suggests a way out of it with the commonwealth and Leviathan.  Hobbes’s idea can also be difficult to understand because it is inert knowledge.  Knowing that Hobbes focuses on self-preservation appears, while first learning about the theorist, as just another aspect of his proposed government.  It’s not until integrating the fact with the other aspects, such as the all-powerful Leviathan, a lack of political authority for the people, and the inability to return to the state of war, that Hobbes’s concept is recognizable as the important underlying factor connecting his theory.  Hobbes’s theory is troublesome until it is seen as a reason for government and not as a part of it.
	While I was studying for the political science 201 midterm I had a hard time connecting each theorist with their theories, specifically Hobbes and Locke.  After recognizing self-preservation as an underlying concept as compared to another factor of government I was able to easily discern the differences between the two.  While reviewing the blog posts from earlier this quarter I noticed that people mentioned the differences between Hobbes and Locke and a few talked about self-preservation.  Although they are correct in the differences they do not define that self-preservation is the essential principle of Hobbes’s theory, and instead it is viewed as just another one of his beliefs (w6blog).  Someone, in response to a post, commented that people do not have the rights in Hobbes’s government that they do in Locke’s because it would interfere with the sovereign’s duty to protect the people.
	Hobbes’s idea that self-preservation is the basis for government is a transformative thought that helps in connecting all the different factors in his proposed government.  Without this knowledge it appears to be just another factor and seems out of place with an all-powerful sovereign.  This concept can be hard to understand because it conflicts with modern day thought of what government’s main role should be.        	        
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