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The threshold concept I will be addressing is the concept of political cynicism. First, I will describe the elements involve in political cynicism. In describing political cynicism, the article by Meyer & Land will be used to explain why political cynicism is a threshold concept. Then, I will address the difficulties of understanding political cynicism by making a connection to the notion of “troublesome knowledge”. The two specific areas of troublesome knowledge I will be identifying are insert and ritual knowledge. I will also provide two different accounts of how understanding political cynicism changes the way one understand political theory by engaging Emma Goldman account of Anarchism as well as Rousseau’s “Discourse on the Discourse of Inequality”.
Political cynicism refers to an attitude or approach toward questioning political legitimacy. Although it has some affinities with Anarchism, the two are not the same. Political cynics believe most governments are designed to benefit those who rule at the expanses on those who are ruled. The claim that grew out of this perspective is that governments are illegitimate and therefore citizens are not obligated to follow the law made by government. Political cynics believe that political power holder invoke “public interest” to their own benefits, making the weak weaker and the strong stronger (Di Stephano). To political cynics, there is no public interest, only private interests pretending to be such. Under most circumstances and definition, political cynicism is viewed as negative, confrontational and destructive. Yet, political cynicism is more than pointing out flaws in governments and identifying political power holders as corrupted and greedy. Political cynics find it essential for individuals to be knowledgeable about their governments. One must learn facts about how his government functions and its policies before determining its legitimacy (Di Stephano). Only through understanding this concept of political cynicism will a person be enlightened with the true meaning in being critical about governments. Being critical is more than merely swaying according to public opinions, it is about persuading the truth by gaining knowledge and to develop a sense of what something ought to be.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Political cynicism is considered a threshold concept because upon understanding, it opens up “a new and previously inaccessible way of thinking about something” (Meyer & Land). Political cynicism is transformative. By understanding that it is important to be knowledgeable about governments is essential in determining legitimacy of policies, one will experience a significant shift in the perception of political theory. According to the article by Meyer & Lander, political cynicism is also irreversible. Once understood, citizens will no longer be fooled by politicians’ claim of “public interest”. Moreover, political cynicism is integrative. It reveals previously unknown interrelatedness of something. Political cynicism is integrative because it reveals the interrelatedness of citizens’ responsibility to be critical about governmental policies and legitimacy of government. Lastly, political cynicism is considered as a threshold concept because it is troublesome (Meyer & Land).
Perkins has defined troublesome knowledge as something that “appears counter-intuitive, alien, or incoherent”. Political cynicism is particularly troublesome because it is considered as both ritual knowledge and inert knowledge. It is a type of ritual knowledge because political cynicism is a routinely taught but meaningless concept. It is commonly taught in Political Theory, yet it lacks meaning because most students tend to gloss over the concept due to its complexity. To a lot of students, political cynicism is no more than a negative representation in the domain of political science. They might be able to recite the definition of political cynicism, but few could understand its true meaning. The concept is not only a type of ritual knowledge. It is that of inert knowledge as well. According to Perkins, inert knowledge refers to knowledge that “sits in the mind’s attic, unpacked only when specifically called for…but otherwise gathering dust” (Meyer & Lander P6). In this view, Perkins argues that inert knowledge is something learned but never truly used. Political cynicism is taught virtually in every political theory class, yet the main function of its understanding is merely that for quizzes and exams. Unless students are asked of this concept during specific instances, it sits in the mind gathering dusts. These are the two most visible challenges as to why political cynicism is considered as troublesome knowledge. 
Understanding political cynicism is important because it opens up a different way to look at things. The two examples that with be provided will deal with Emma Goldman’s “Anarchism: What is Really Stands For” and Rousseau’s “Discourse on the Origin of Inequality”. Political cynicism is constantly being connected to Anarchism, yet the two are not the same. A student might find it difficult to differentiate between before understanding the concept of political cynicism. Yet once understood, a student can clearly point to the differences between the two. While a political cynic might criticize governments being coercive, he will also educate himself about the government of his own society. He will accept flaws in society and either try to change it to make it better or leave it by withdrawing from public life. A cynic, at times, will find flaws such as inequality to be inevitable and therefore try to do the best for himself by getting on the comfortable side of inequality (Di Stephano). Unlike an Anarchist, a cynic accepts flaws of society and will try to change it if possible. Another example deals with Rousseau’s “Discourse on the Origin of Inequality”. Without understanding the concept of political cynicism, it is almost impossible to fully understand Rousseau. The problem with society is that too many people run head on into governmental policies without truly understanding what they are getting themselves into. Rousseau points this out in his account of inequality by drawing connections between the common people agreeing to the establishment of governments, created by the rich to benefit themselves, without knowing the true purpose. Only after understanding political cynicism can a student understand Rousseau’s call for people to become more knowledgeable about their own government. 
Political Cynicism is difficult to grasp and causes trouble for political students frequently. It is not only abstract but far-reaching as well. Yet, once understood, the concept will forever transform the way one view political activities. In a society that is filled with flaws, a cynic will urge people to think for themselves when these flaws are acceptable. Political legitimacy rests in the knowledge of those who are ruled. Political cynicism is the thin line that divides political awareness and ignorance. 
