ENGL 298 B
Morgan
Major Paper #3

Length: 5 pages
Due: 	MP 3.1: Monday, November 28th  (via Catalyst)
	Rough Draft: Monday, December 5th (posted to blog)
	Group Conferences: Wednesday/Thursday/Friday, December 7th-9th
	Final Draft due: Tuesday, December 13th, 5 p.m. (via Catalyst)

Threshold Concepts in Political Theory and College Writing

For this paper, you’ll need to read the article “Threshold Concepts and Troublesome Knowledge: Linkages to Ways of Thinking and Practising within the Disciplines”, by Jan Meyer and Ray Land (available on the class website).  We’ll be talking about the article on Monday and Wednesday, Nov. 21st and 23rd.

In this final essay, your job is to identify a specific threshold concept within the discipline of political theory or the discipline of college writing, define it, and write about 1-2 specific instances where you see it as affecting your understanding of the authors that you have read this quarter in POL S 201. You will want to engage the article by Meyer & Land, and the types of “troublesome knowledge” that they identify, and explain which type of “troublesome knowledge” the threshold concept you are writing about is.

You have the option, as well, of using the entries on the class blog as data, to make observations about the way that the class responded to the new ideas that were being introduced: aspects of political theory and/or college writing that were easy to grasp, challenging to grasp, or otherwise slippery. In this sense, you will be using your own past writing as evidence.

This paper is meant to continue your development as college writers by giving you the experiences of:
· Working with a college-level critical essay (of the sort that you will encounter across other disciplines)
· Studying a body of collected data (this includes posts and comments), and practicing the skills of referencing, citing, and organizing that data.
· Developing an idea from scratch. In this instance, your argument is that the threshold concept that you define exists. You prove this argument by explaining how the threshold concept is applicable in the readings, and also by identifying evidence of it in your classmates’ (and your own) blog posts and comments.

Things to remember:
· This is a critical essay assignment, but certain aspects of it are reflective, in that you are meant to be observing yourself. The challenge will be finding a balance between the two: showing that you can scrutinize your own responses, but not veer into the territory of the “personal essay.”
· Whether you choose to write about a threshold concept in political theory, or a threshold concept in college writing (the latter is probably the more difficult topic), you will most likely need to discuss the other topic as well (i.e., if you’re discussing college writing, you’ll want to talk about political theory, and vice-versa.)
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Think of this essay as a piece of writing that may be read by future incoming freshmen who are thinking of studying poli-sci and/or are curious about making the transition from high school to college writing. Your job is to make this piece of writing informative and useful to them.
 

[E .

ST e, v 5 ot o
e S
e b i e e

T R ST S,

e e s s, e e o 3l s
T o e i e o 0 A

Vo, i e s e g i e Ao -
ot b phu bt g
R vy oy U o Ao SR

L o e et £ et
e g g et oo et
e e e e e

i Y 1 e o e e e




