ENGL 298 B
Morgan
Essay Rubric Norming Session

Below is an assignment that I gave last year’s ENGL 298 class (who were working with Plato’s Apology and Sophocles’ Antigone. Following it is the assignment completed by one student in the class, who wrote on Option 1. Following that essay is a sheet for scoring and commenting on the essay, according to each section of the Grading Rubric. Before Wednesday’s class, you need to have completed marking the sample essay, scoring it, and adding any supplementary comments, using the rubric handed out in class on Friday (which you can also download from the class website – it’s under the Handouts tab at the top of the page.

On Wednesday, I will expect you to turn in both your comments, and your markup of the sample student essay.

ENGL 298 G
Morgan
Short Essay 1.1

Length: 3 pages
Formatting: check your syllabus!

For this essay, you can pursue either of the following options:

Option 1: Both Antigone and Socrates (especially in the Apology) cite divine will as
a motivating force (if not the motivating force!) behind their actions, which result in
their deaths. As prewriting, think about comparing and contrasting their perspectives
on the importance of following divine instructions. Then, in your essay, identify one
major similarity OR difference between them. Explain to your readers how this
difference influences their choices/fates (you’ll want to do this for both Antigone, and for
Sophocles), AND explain to your audience why being aware of and attentive to this
contrast is important for reading and understanding the Apology and Antigone.

Option 2: Present a rationale for convicting and executing Socrates, explaining why
doing so is the expedient decision from a political standpoint, and will benefit the
community. You may use the Politics, the Apology, the Crito, and, if it’s helpful,
Antigone. Don’t settle for listing a few of the reasons that Socrates mentions as direct
quotes – you need to consider not only his precise words, but the ways that he makes his
points, and the ramifications that these might have for the Athenian state.

In each of these options, your goal should be to find the best material to discuss. You
won’t have room to present all the possible information and evidence for either option;
nor am I interested in the sheer quantity of evidence that you can pack in.

Option 1 is a good exercise if you’re interested in working on putting different texts in
conversation with each other, and practicing your grasp and presentation of stakes (see
the earlier handout “A Brief Introduction to Argument.”

Option 2 is a good exercise if you’d like to practice interpreting texts, reading them from
multiple perspectives, and/or would like to think more about different ways of defining
[bookmark: _GoBack]concepts of politics, necessities, privileges, etc.



The Intent of Divine Will

     Socrates and Antigone both use divine will as reasoning for their actions but do so in vastly different ways. The view that each of them has on their own death is also very distinct. Socrates believed that he used divine will for the goal of simply following orders decreed by the god. Antigone, on the other hand, used the idea of divine will to intentionally defy the law of society in order to make a statement for her own personal gain. As a result of the intentions that both Socrates and Antigone had in their use of divine will as a justification for their actions, the way they approached their impending dooms was quite dissimilar.
      During the Apology of Socrates by Plato, Socrates claims that he practices philosophy and questions the knowledge of others because he was ordered to do so by the god. He states that he would quit engaging in these activities “but I [Socrates] will obey the god rather than you [Men of Athens], and as long as I draw breath and am able, I shall not cease to practice philosophy” (Plato 29d). In this, he declares that he weighs the words of the god higher than those of man. Socrates is engaging in activities that are being deemed unlawful by the state but this holds no importance to him because he feels that he must follow what the god has told him in order to lead a life that is just. He even says of his actions “that this is what the god orders me to do, and I think that there is no greater blessing for the city than my service to the god” (30a). In that right, he intends to convince those at his trial that his actions, however they might be viewed by the state, are actually of a greater benefit to society as a result of their positive affect on the souls of the citizenry. Although Socrates acted in a manner that would appear to be defiant of the laws of man, he did so in a way that was meant to assist the society. His intent was wholly pure in that he meant to obey the wishes of a god he was loyal to for reasons that he believed would give those around him a better life. 
     Since his intentions for using divine will as a justification for his actions were just, the manner in which he carried himself in the face of his own death was with poise and grace. He knew that he had followed the orders from the god to the best of his ability although the response was not what was desired. Socrates felt fulfilled in his responsibility to the god and was even optimistic enough to claim after learning of his death sentence that “what has happened to me may well be a good thing, and those of us who believe death to be an evil are certainly mistaken” (40b). To state that being sentenced to death would be even more beneficial meant that Socrates was at peace with what he had accomplished with his time spent in mortal life.
     In the tragic play Antigone by Sophocles, Antigone uses an entirely different motivation for her use of divine will as a justification for her actions. In the play, Antigone wishes to bury the body of her brother, Polyneices, an act that has been deemed illegal by the ruler Creon, her uncle. Displaying complete disregard for the law set down by the ruler, Antigone states outright that “I myself will bury him” even though she is fully aware of the consequences (Sophocles line 72). Her primary intent is to carry out an action that has been declared to be illegal by her government and to do so publically so that all may know she is committing such a crime. The fact that she has the mind to “shout it out” demonstrates her political agenda, her desire to make her opinions of this law public (line 86). Antigone is deliberately breaking the law in order to make a political statement and then proceeds to justify her actions using divine will. While Antigone is speaking to Creon and attempting to substantiate her actions, she remarks that, “I did not believe your proclamation had such power to enable one who will someday die to override God’s ordinances” (lines 452-455). With this statement Antigone is inferring that God ordered her actions, since she refers to Creon’s proclamation as attempting to take precedence over the desires of God. In essence, she is using a divine justification for her intent to make a political statement for her own personal gain. 
     As a result of her intentions for the use of divine will being more selfish, Antigone comes to confront her death in a more negative manner. As punishment for her actions, Creon forces Antigone into a state of living death, where she is isolated from the both the living and the dead. Upon seeing her fate before her eyes, she cries out “see what I suffer and who makes me suffer” (line 942). Antigone’s final remarks before she is led into her cavern of isolation are those of pain and negativity, of suffering and malcontent. She does not confront the thought of her impending doom with any sort of composure and instead appears weak despite the fact that she was fully aware of the repercussions of her actions. Sophocles chose to portray Antigone in this manner in order to emphasize the idea that using divine will for one’s personal gain is improper. 
     Since Socrates did not take advantage of a divine decree for his own personal benefit, he faces his death with a sense of quiet dignity. Conversely, Antigone approaches her death with fear and resentment because of her selfish intentions when using divine will as a justification for her actions. Without this distinction, it is difficult to understand the reason behind why each of these tragic figures confronts their demise in strikingly different fashions even though both of their actions stem from the idea of divine will. 
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Other comments, or questions:
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