ENGL 298 B
Descriptive Outline

As taken from Elbow and Belanoff’s Sharing and Responding:

[bookmark: _GoBack]The descriptive outline involves a careful mini-analysis of the meaning and function of each paragraph. Because the structure of the descriptive outline gives such perspective on a text, it is a particularly useful form of feedback to give to yourself and to peer partners: it helps you see what you couldn't see before. Here are the steps.
 
1) Write a "says" sentence: a one-sentence summary of what the whole piece is saying--its main point.
 
2) Write a "does" sentence/description: one or more sentences explaining how the paragraph creates its meaning. This section of the outline will usually use a verb such as introduces, explains, illustrates, describes, presents, narrates, analyzes, synthesizes, argues, and so on.

3) Do the same for each paragraph.

Remember, it is not so easy to write these sentences--especially "does" sentences which explain the function a paragraph is performing.

Here are two examples of "does" sentences:

Does for the whole essay:
Helps the reader feel the experience that is being described.

Does for the whole second paragraph.
Heightens the excitement; starts out appealing to the reader's time sense--zeroing in on a specific moment and only ten minutes to go. But the paragraph concentrates mostly on vision: sights and eyes.
 
**Avoid letting your "does" sentence just summarize or repeat your "says" sentence.** The key is to keep out of your "does" sentence any mention of the content of the paragraph. You shouldn't be able to tell from a "does" sentence whether the essay is about cars or ice cream.
 
Here is an ineffective "does" sentence--it's really a disguised "says" sentence:

Does for the first paragraph.
States the idea that women's liberation has affected men more than it has women.
 
To fix it, remove any mention of the ideas in the paragraph--and talk only about form or function:

New does for the first paragraph.
Introduces the main point of the essay in a way that tries to surprise the reader or violate his expectation.

Descriptive Outline Template:
This form will help you re-see your writing from a reader’s perspective. Determining the 
point and purpose of each paragraph and examining the transitions between them will 
help you logically organize your draft and explicitly make connections between the paragraph.

	Part (ex. Intro, 2nd par.)
	Content 
(what the paragraph says, what information it contains)
	Function
(what the paragraph does, what its purpose is, how it helps communicate the claim)

	Sample Parts:  

Paragraph two

	Sample point: Hobbes portrays the state of nature as akin to the state of war.





	Sample function: Defines two key terms (state of nature and state of war, and explains how Hobbes’s definitions of these terms influences his thinking. 
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