ENGL 298 B
Morgan
Group Conferences 

The purposes of these conferences is twofold: 
· to provide you with the opportunity to get feedback on your writing
· to allow you to practice giving feedback on others’ writing

Each round of conferences will be focused on the current major paper.

Standards: when you read someone else’s dialogue, you should be thinking about the following questions:
· Can you tell what aspect of Plato and Goldman’s ideas the writer is exploring? Is s/he exploring them in a way that is more than simply rearranging statements from the text? Are there any parts of the dialogue where the writer’s intent is not clear, or that are so wacky that they’re confusing?
· Is the writer’s portrayal of Socrates and Goldman grounded in the source texts? 
· Is the exploration focused? Do you see the confrontation developing, as opposed to quickly running through a bunch of different ideas? If Socrates and Goldman discuss more than one idea, are the different ideas clearly connected?
· Do you have other constructive feedback (not covered by the above questions?)

What you need to do before the conference:
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Post your draft to the blog on Friday night (as well as uploading it to Catalyst.) Tag it with mp1roughdraft, so that it’s easy for people to find yours.
2. At least 24 hours before the conference: Read through your group members’ dialogues, and post a peer review response as a comment, using the above questions as a guideline. 

What you need to do at the conference:
1. Speak briefly (2-3 minutes max) about what aspect of Plato’s and Goldman’s ideas your dialogue is exploring, and what you’re working on as you revise. You may not read this statement: it needs to be something that you talk through. (You’re not being judged on formality.)
2. After each person speaks, we’ll go round the circle for everyone to respond briefly to what they’ve said. Your responses can be based on (and use) the peer review response that you posted, but you shouldn’t just repeat it verbatim. You may not simply repeat what someone else has said. Prioritize your remarks, and say what you think will be most helpful: you have about 3 minutes. I’ll add in my feedback at the end.

What your conference grade is based on:
· Your posted draft and feedback (posted on time)
· Your statement, made at the beginning of the conference, and your willingness to engage others in discussion about your writing
· Your comments during conference, and your willingness to listen to the author, and make constructive suggestions.
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