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Julius’s Economic Conflict
Cory Doctorow’s “Down and Out in the Magic Kingdom” develops the Bitchun Society through its ideology and economy. This future Earth has seen drastic change through the advances in technology, which frees the people from scarcity and death. Choosing to join the society, for the unlimited refreshes and supplies, directly implies an acceptance of the value system. Value is directly portrayed by the respect garnered from the people that surround an individual. The currency, whuffie, encompasses just this through one’s reputation. The amount of whuffie you have determines what luxuries you are entitled to. Julius, the main character, is capable of seeing the switch from pre-Bitchun to Bitchun society. His immersion in this society influences his life, possibilities, and lifestyle. Throughout the novel, Julius is identified as a type of genius that follows the rules and recreate, in contrast to the genius that is one hundred percent original. Disney World is a place that brings comfort to Julius, therefore he repeatedly returns here to reinvent himself. However he finds himself living here for an extended amount of time. His presence in Disney World soon starts to create conflicts. He struggles with the decisions to reinvent the rides and ultimately himself. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Karl Marx in the German Ideology outlines the establishment of societies, history, and the individual player’s role in the creation, similar to the way Doctorow develops his society. The first emphasis on defining life and consciousness leads to the nature of an individual through their personal production. In this world, there is a greater appreciation for personal, creative labor due to a decreased focus on production of the necessities. Creativity is limited, which it is why it becomes a good basis for money, compared to the unlimited supplies, energy, lives, and last of all whuffie. Whuffie is seemingly infinite therefore there should be no competition, and based on respect attribute of whuffie there should be a heighted sense of morality. This idea haunts Julius throughout his time at Disney World as he runs into people who he is convinced are faking this façade. Even through the conflict Julius agrees with the system’s use of whuffie as it is the “true essence of money: in the old days, if you were broke but respected, you wouldn't starve; contrariwise, if you were rich and hated, no sum could buy you security and peace” (Doctorow, Ch1). It is important to note his desire for equality and justice, in a society that lacks no set system or penalty. 
The novel outlines his economic situation that is tightly interwoven to that of the environment around him, in which Marx agrees that “the real intellectual wealth of the individual depends entirely on the wealth of his real connections” (Marx, 163). Disney World, his immediate environment, becomes Julius’s community as he takes up residents here due to a lessened need to reinvent himself. The Ad-hocracy is the system that overlooks Disney World, which captures the Bitchun ideal through striving to provide the best entertainment and gain the whuffie from the visitors. The fast pace world keeps the best and replaces the lesser. Time is also a limited resource. Whuffie is the driver of the economy. Without a motivator, there would be little reason to further the development of the society. The society has taken away all most risk and pay off, but still there is competition to gain the most whuffie. His actions are also affected by the group of people around him, as he sought revenge of the Hall of the Presidents. A system without risks seems relatively stable; however the society is unstable due to a simple change of judgment. Julius’s efforts to stop Debra are directly associated with his efforts to stabilize his world. Yet this world can not be stabilized because it relies on change and speed; time can also be seen as a limited resource. The processes of the society conflict with those of Julius.
Julius represents a type of economic player, one who is always thinking of  “the vast carpet of the future unrolling before us… of the unimaginable frontiers open to each of us” (Prologue). In his perspective, Julius was targeted to be murder because he was influential enough to create a distraction. In the eyes of Dan and Debra, he stands out too much  ̶  he can be identified as a genius. In contrast to the work of Debra, Julius involves others, such as the Pre-Bitchun ways. This ultimately leads to his failure as he starts to incorporate cast members, enthusiasts, and the imagineers. (He also falls into the Ad-hocracy organization.) His weakness of poor social skills also adds to this failure because the system rewards the “face” of the project. It is impossible for a genius to fit into a system due to conflicting ideas. His decision to leave to space confirms this idea of working for oneself. This also gives him the chance to reinvent himself once again; this gives him less conflict with the Bitchun Society. The society remains profitable because of the drive to consistently keep moving.
Doctorow makes Julius’s motives moderately unclear as he first does not explain why Julius is content living without reinvention in Disney World. The conclusion of the novel does explain his move to space as his chance to continue to learn and grow. It is obvious that this environment is the most beneficial to Julius because of there is no group conflict. 
