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The Economics of MI:6, the True Value of Espionage
	When one thinks of James Bond, they think of his daring exploits in defense of the crown, but rarely do they consider what role Bond plays in the economies of both MI:6 and Britain as a whole.  Bond’s economic profile in Goldfinger is sort of a paradox, where he lives a life of luxury without spending a dime of his own money, instead earning his keep with his service as a member of the British Secret Service.  Because of his high rank and nearly infinite funds, Bond shows little regard for money, placing large wagers then giving away his earnings without a thought.  Bond’s experience and skill in protecting British sovereignty reflects his necessary specialization in the face of a brilliant foe, reflecting the division of labor advocated by Marx in The German Ideology.
	Throughout Goldfinger Bond enjoys unparalleled luxury and wears the guise of a high class gentleman, despite his silent contempt for the other showy rich characters in the novel.  Even though Bond is not particularly wealthy in his own right, the merit-based system of MI:6 gives him access to anything he needs, and his suave demeanor enables him to get anything else he wants.  Bond has earned his rank and status within the company simply by being the best, one of Britain’s few elite double-O agents.  In addition to his extensive training, Bond’s value is increased through his ability to quickly adapt to unexpected changes, such as when he is kidnapped then spared by Goldfinger.  Despite his cool and self-assured demeanor however, Bond had to earn his status as one of the elite, and spends hours of study and practice to keep his skills sharp.
	Bond holds a much more impersonal role in the economy outside of MI:6, preferring to remain an observer than an active participant.  Through carrying out his orders to foil Goldfinger, Bond is presented as a defender of the free market, working to protect the gold supply of Britain, and later America, from being slowly bled dry.  The first time Bond steps into the role of impartial economic arbiter however is when he thwarts Goldfinger’s scam in exchange for a few days of luxury at Du Pont’s expensive resort.  Despite having no interest in money, Bond wrings some extra money out of Goldfinger just to add insult to injury, then gives away his winnings to the first deserving person he finds.  Later on when Bond is tasked with bringing down Goldfinger’s illegal exports, he proves his worth and high esteem in the service through risking his life for the good of the country.  In the end, his efforts are of much greater benefit to the economy than if he actively participated in commerce, both through stopping one of Russia’s major supply lines and Britain’s major gold leak.
	In a highly advanced society such as Britain there is freedom for individuals to develop specialties, and organizations like MI:6 can form out of the need for a guardian.  Marx, in his work The German Ideology, develops and expands on the idea that division of labor is a key part of society, which leads to a more effective whole.  As humans develop and grow from self-sufficient family units into unified states and countries, the ability to divert energy into one specific avenue becomes more sustainable, if not essential to the well-being of the community.  However along with the increased interdependence among the communities, more rules arise to keep the self-serving natures of the population from overwhelming the other segments.  Bond’s role as an agent of MI:6 is an extension of the need to keep resources regulated, both a product of the system and cog to keep it running.  Unlike other law enforcement establishments, MI:6 agents are not bound by jurisdiction and have close ties to other such agencies, becoming much more effective as a result at tracking down those who try to disrupt the fabric of society.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	James Bond presents an intriguing profile, being both closely connected to Britain’s economy through his work in Goldfinger, but he is completely disinterested in the economy on his own.  Even though Bond has his own income, he instead uses his high rank at MI:6 and reputation from his exploits to provide for his needs.  With his effort in combatting Goldfinger’s scheme to rob Fort Knox however, Bond proves to be a powerful defender of the world’s economy, further proving his worth to the world.  Marx’s vision for the progression of society is expressed through the specialized role that MI:6 plays in defending the structure of society from a rogue element trying to weaken the foundations.  While Bond’s personal impact on the economy is slight, through his work with the secret service he becomes one of the most important figures of society.
