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[bookmark: _GoBack]	We all know who James Bond is, but what of Auric Goldfinger, the man who almost turned the world upside down. He had wealth, power, intelligence, and most of all the ability to see what was really happening. He is the personification of gold. Ian Fleming was clever to make the idea of a gold standard system as Goldfinger and his opposition, James Bond who represents the English Bank that wants to move away from a gold standard. Goldfinger is stable just like the gold standard where all currency is backed and can be freely converted into gold. He keeps his head calm and collected and the way he flaunts himself is just like how the gold is which was said to be the best currency. His rival Bond is unstable and can have many sides to him, just like the economic system we have now. When one compares Goldfinger’s actions to how gold is used in the economy, the idea that he represents gold becomes clearer. 
	The gold standard system that Goldfinger represents is beneficial to those who hoard money, just like himself. He is portrayed in the novel as a gold hoarder that wants most of the gold in the world to be his. Those who are wealthy get more benefit. The system also benefits those in power and Goldfinger is definitely powerful, shown by his connections to be able to get a nuclear missile and to be able to get the attention of a lot of famous bosses around the world (going to include quotes from his meeting). The economic surrounding of Goldfinger is very stable; his wealth does not fluctuate but accumulates over time. Gold is very flexible, it is easily recognizable and can be used anywhere. Goldfinger wealth is in gold and his ability to be able to do what he pleases by using gold as his payment is the same as the gold standard system. His wealth is entirely backed by gold and his transactions are in gold as well. There is no need for exchanges and the both sides have an agreement. (I plan to add quotes from Marx about wealth here but am still deciding).
	Having a gold standard is a disadvantage to those who are poor and don’t have much gold to utilize or in the case of Goldfinger, his enemies. Goldfinger is gold and has immense power at his disposal to use accordingly while those who cross him are left with their lives ruined like the poor who can’t do anything against the system. (Example of how Goldfinger kills the guy at the meeting). His goal is to make people fall under the control of one body, himself and since Goldfinger and gold are interchangeable that one body can represent gold. Goldfinger wants the gold standard to prevail over the other systems and be on top.    
	Gold has a weakness though and that weakness is evident in Goldfinger. There is only a limited amount of gold in the world and with the increasing population; there isn’t enough quantity to go around. Goldfinger, who is obsessed with gold, wants more of it. His limited amount of gold can only satisfy him for a short time and the need for more gold led to his downfall as it did with the gold standard system. (Include parts of his speech on his need for more gold). His failed plan to take the gold reserves in Fort Knox is a great example to represent how a gold standard might not be the best choice in the end. This plan is also a good indicator on how the system is chaotic. The future is unpredictable and gold became more of a demand that is how the economic system became chaotic in Goldfinger. Gold made a balanced system until more was demanded and the system collapsed making the system chaotic. 
	Fleming chose to present the readers two economic systems that were conflicting with each other and personify them into characters. Those characters became Auric Goldfinger and James Bond. They represent clashing ideas and how the economy is fragile. When Goldfinger decides to get his hands on a majority of the gold reserves, Bond which is the government finds out how the money system can be devastated by this plan and this fight between these two characters is a reflection of the economy.
	  
