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MP2: Debra’s Economic Profile
Debra exists in Down and Out in the Magic Kingdom to represent the new Bitchun citizen and to counter balance Julius who represents the old or pre-Bitchun citizen. This is seen throughout the novel as Julius constantly butts heads with Debra’s plans as he feels that she seeks to push him out since she came back from Beijing. The new Bitchun citizen values entertainment and the easy life where Whuffie commands respect whereas the old citizen values hard work while maintaining creativity for the greater good of society. Here, the society is moving from a system meant to distribute wealth for creative work towards one that values individuals from Adam Smith’s Theory of Moral Sentiments where Whuffie becomes the fashion and wealth that people are able to use to command their power over others. Debra seeks to amass all that she can by using new technology to create something exciting enough to draw attention in one of the most recognizable places in the world, the Magic Kingdom. 
Debra presents an interesting twist to a seemingly perfect system found in the Bitchun society. While the system of Whuffie is meant to level the playing field so that anyone may live happily, successfully, and participate as a citizen, Debra demonstrates that there still exists the desire and method to break out of this uniformity to become the wealthiest and respected person. Nobody in the Bitchun society should have any need to want seemingly infinite amounts of Whuffie, yet she still desires it. In a world of a very fluid economy with widely fluctuating currency for each individual, holding each person constantly accountable for his or her actions, the system allows survival even in meager social positions. 
Looking through Julius’s point of view, Debra’s plan is depicted as a problem to society as she threatens to destroy what is left of the pre-Bitchun society of creativity on her way to fame. He sees the Magic Kingdom as one of the most important places that should be preserved according to its original purpose. This is shown in his discussion of Debra’s work in Beijing with the Pirates of the Caribbean. “It was terrifying to walk through; the Pirates was the last ride Walt personally supervised, and we'd thought it was sacrosanct. But Debra had built a Pirates sim in Beijing, based on Chend I Sao, the XIXth century Chinese pirate queen, which was credited with rescuing the Park from obscurity and ruin.” Julius is worried that her work will become so readily accepted that it will displace the original, built from pure creativity, and thus change Disney World forever. She seems to be doing some really good work on behalf of the park, but this work provides nice cover-up for the mass amounts of Whuffie she seeks to collect. By giving the fans exactly what they desire, she can gain the best reputation ever, especially since “doing it here was better for the old Whuffie—they'd make over Disney World and hold it, a single ad-hoc where three hundred had flourished before, smoothly operating a park twice the size of Manhattan.” Here, her technology can give her the best reputation ever with the fewest number of people to share the Whuffie with as machines take over her work. 
This removal of the original attractions at the park point to the completion of the turnover from the old society where creativity was valued to the new Bitchun society where creativity is no longer encouraged. By using a cool new technology of flash-baking, Debra can just take all of the memories from the presidents and impart them in people’s minds without having to do this in a creative way. Nobody else sympathizes with Julius because they value the experience and profit, especially if it is done by someone with a lot of Whuffie, even if it doesn’t require them to think. Julius is even tempted to be attracted to her work in the Hall of Presidents. After his preview of the flash-bake by Tim in the Hall of Presidents, he comments “it was panicky for a moment, as the essence of Lincolness seemed to threaten my own personality, and, just as it was about to overwhelm me, it receded, leaving behind a rush of endorphin and adrenaline that made me want to jump”. Julius seeks to combat Debra’s takeover of the Hall of Presidents by being equally as innovative while preserving the purpose and creativity of the Mansion attraction by hiring fans to remote control the animatronics. 
By taking the easy way out, Debra can use her technology of flash-baking to accumulate Whuffie and progressively pave over a new face for the other attractions, conquering them for her own glory. Adam Smith notes in his Theory of Moral Sentiments that the person of fashion and status “shudders with horror at the thought of any situation which demands the continual and long exertion of patience, industry, fortitude, and application of thought”, painting a picture of Debra. With Whuffie as the basis for rating personal relationships and respect, Debra can accumulate Whuffie to artificially raise her own class standing. 
The Bitchun society attempts to provide an even scale for valuing people by allocating them Whuffie so that anybody who works in consideration of others may have the resources to live happily. In this utopian system, it is still possible to come out on top of everyone else by tapping into the social phycology trend, moving from a world of creativity to one where personal effort is not needed in order to find life interesting. It is here that Debra finds her mark, best placed in Disney World, to accumulate as much Whuffie as she can in order to command power over others.  
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