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Profile of an economic individual in the world

In The German Ideology, Karl Marx asserts that “the real intellectual wealth of the individual depends entirely on the wealth of his real connections” (163, bottom righthand column). In other words, according to Marx, an individual cannot be separated or analyzed apart from his/her surroundings.

For this paper, your task is to investigate and describe one individual character, from either Goldfinger or Down and Out in the Magic Kingdom, in terms of his or her economic profile. You may choose from the following: James Bond, Auric Goldfinger (Goldfinger); or Julius, Dan, Debra, or Lil (Down and Out in the Magic Kingdom).

In order to create an economic profile, you need to analyze the economic system of your chosen character’s world. Don’t simply describe it: you need to interpret it as well, and explain to your audience what type of system it is: which type of people it privileges, disadvantages, and why. Is it a system that is balanced, or chaotic? Is it oriented towards individual, or group success? You will want to use either Adam Smith (probably Theory of Moral Sentiments) or Karl Marx, or possibly both, to help you analyze the economic environment.

Profiling your chosen character will require you to analyze his/her strengths and weaknesses, vision of the economic system, and orientation towards it. Is your character a conformist? A rebel? What is his/her motivation? What message, if any, is the author of the character trying to present?

[bookmark: _GoBack]Your overall goal is to answer the following question: why does this character exist? This means that you need to communicate clearly to your readers why an economic profile of the character matters.  Avoid presenting an exhaustive summary of the character: your profile, while providing an overview, should focus on a specific aspect of the character that you want to explore.
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