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	In our current society, we earn money through labour and accomplishments. Money is a representation of our value and is necessary for us to live in our community. A lot of people take the shortcut through life, by cheating our way to success, manipulating or deceiving others, or stealing money and ideas. But what if instead of earning money through labour, we gathered value based on what others think of us? Would cheating still be a successful way to gain status? Cory Doctorow explores this idea in his novel, “Down and Out in the Magic Kingdom”, using the main character Julius to demonstrate the consequences of cheating in his futuristic world. 
	In the Bitchun society, the Whuffie system is used in place of money. Whuffie is a measure of how respected you are, as Julius describes it: “Whuffie recaptured the true essence of money: in the old days, if you were broke but respected, you wouldn't starve; contrariwise, if you were rich and hated, no sum could buy you security and peace. By measuring the thing that money really represented—your personal capital with your friends and neighbors—you more accurately gauged your success.” You gain and lose Whuffie mainly through your interactions with the community. When people sympathize with you, or approve of your actions and accomplishments, you gain Whuffie. When people have reason to dislike or think poorly of you, you lose Whuffie. Thus, anyone can move up in society, either through accomplishments or people favoring you, but the important thing is the Whuffie system stresses the need to interact with society. This adds to Marx’s idea in his “German Ideology”—that due to the division of labour, humans rely on others in order to survive. “The production of life, both of one’s own in labour and of fresh life in procreation, now appears as a double relationship: on the one hand as a natural, on the other as a social relationship.”
	Marx also states that “the class which is the ruling material force of society, is at the same time its ruling intellectual force. The class which has the means of material production at its disposal, has control at the same time over the means of mental production, so that thereby, generally speaking, the ideas of those who lack the means of mental production are subject to it.” This idea that the wealthy are the ones who make the decisions is present when we examine Disney World’s authoritative party. The ad-hocs decide what changes to make to the park, and people typically tend to follow their orders. They are the ones in charge, and all of them have gathered up a lot of Whuffie in order to be admitted into the ad-hoc. 
	Whuffie does not only determine the amount of power you have, but also the lifestyle you live. With a lot of Whuffie, you can live a life of luxury. You get the best rooms at hotels, you can have whatever you want, and people look up to and aim to please you. However, when you’re low on Whuffie, you lose these luxuries and you lose respect. When Julius’s Whuffie dropped, the elevator did not stop for him, he lost his hotel room, and people treated him poorly. As he described, “At least there was no mandatory Whuffie check on the monorail platform, but the other people on the car were none too friendly to me, and no one offered me an inch more personal space than was necessary. I had hit bottom.” Society does not bother to notice, respect, or associate with those that are poor—they become a “non-person.” To the younger generations in the Bitchun society, Whuffie means everything. Dan tries to kill himself while he is extremely low on Whuffie, but Lil responds by explaining why he can’t just yet: “You’re pathetic. If you killed yourself right now, you’d just be a washed-up loser who couldn’t hack it. If you’d done it ten years earlier, you would’ve been going out on top—a champion, retiring permanently.” Similarly, in Smith’s “Theory of Moral Sentiments”, he asserts that people sympathize more with the wealthy and desire to make their life perfect. “Every calamity that befals them, every injury that is done them, excites in the breast of the spectator ten times more compassion and resentment than he would have felt, had the same things happened to other men.” Thus, if Dan killed himself while he had no Whuffie, no one would care; in fact, people may even look down on him for doing so. However, if he killed himself while he was rich with Whuffie, society would sympathize with him and view what he did as brave and noble. Because everyone can see your Whuffie, they automatically form a judgment and treat you based on your Whuffie. In such a world in which your reputation determines your place and treatment in society, it is essential to gain society’s approval and avoid giving a reason for others’ contempt. 
	In such a world, you would think that the best way to thrive then would be to act in a way that the majority would agree with and therefore, applaud you for. The majority of the Bitchun society labour to gain Whuffie. Smith states, “Of such mighty importance does it appear to be, in the imaginations of men, to stand in that situation which sets them most in the view of general sympathy and attention.” In other words, most people labour for to be noticed and applauded; this shows in the Magic Kingdom because Debra and many others were all working to gain Whuffie, representing status and admiration. However, Julius laboured for a completely different reason than the rest of society. He understood that Whuffie is important to live off of, but does not view it as important as the younger generation and is not working for the Whuffie. He seemed to work in the Haunted Mansion in order to keep his childhood memories alive. The Mansion was obviously very important to him, and he wanted to keep Debra from taking away what Disney World meant to him: “happiness, security, efficiency, fantasy.” In addition, Julius also differs from society in his values. The Bitchun society favors moving forward, advancing, giving current things a high-tech spin to it. Everyone was amazed and thrilled with the new Hall of President’s flash-baking experience, but Julius did not want Debra to rehab the Mansion and the rest of the park into the same experience. He thinks the new experience, while thrilling, “doesn't change the fact that we've put our hearts and souls into this place, and it's not right to take it from us. Can't we have one constant corner of the world, one bit frozen in time for the people who love it that way?” Julius’s opposing views from society would seem to be something that would hinder his ability to gain Whuffie. However, with Lil, an individual that’s representative of the Bitchun society, by his side, he is able to survive pretty well. Nonetheless, his desire to keep Debra away from the Mansion pushes him to sabotage her Hall of Presidents, leading to his downfall. 
	The first time Julius attempted to sabotage Debra’s ride, he failed. Dan had tried to convince him out of it, but Julius followed through with it anyways and for some reason, it did not work. What Julius realized was that the best strategy would be to improve the Mansion, rather than sabotage the Hall. “The whole point of the Bitchun Society was to be more reputable than the next ad-hoc, to succeed on merit, not trickery, despite assassinations and the like”—he stated right there that the best way to succeed would be on his own merit rather than destroying his opponent. If only he and everyone else had kept this in mind, then none of the destruction would have had to happen. However, people still cheat in the Bitchun society and they must face the consequences of their actions. In a moment of anger, Julius lost control and this time, successfully destroyed Debra’s work. When Debra and everyone else found out, Julius lost all of his Whuffie and was rejected by the rest of society while Debra gained everyone’s sympathy and received their help in fixing up the Hall. As Lil explained, “Disney World isn't a competition. All the different ad-hocs work together, and we do it to make the Park as good as we can. We lose sight of that at our peril.” In the society, people are meant to help each other make the park better, not compete against each other to gain more power than the other. When Julius started to see Debra as out to conquer the park (though he is correct), his goal became to take her down. This prompted him to cheat, and this led to his downfall in the eyes of society. He lost all his Whuffie and almost everyone did not bother to notice or respect him. He demonstrates Smith’s idea that people frown upon the poor. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	In this society, people’s view of you accounts for everything. When your reputation is this important, cheating should be avoided at all costs because it will cause you to lose everything that you have worked for and push you into a life of social exile. When you cheat, you will be caught eventually as Julius had. And by the end of the novel, Debra is also exposed of her trickery and is banished from the Magic Kingdom because of it. Julius’s actions and consequences are used in the novel to demonstrate that fraud and sabotage does not go unpunished and that in this economic system, the best way to succeed is through honest labour. 

