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Prompt: What makes money challenging to use?

Money is challenging to use because its value is difficult, if not impossible, to conceptualize.
	Money is an idea that we create which serves as a placeholder for value. Money represents property, which is valuable as it is; but money is not the same as property because it doesn’t spoil and you can hoard it, losing the concept of property being things you need to survive. The problem with property is that “the greatest part of things really useful to the life of man…are generally things of short duration; such as, if they are not consumed by use, will decay and perish of themselves.” (Locke, Book II, Ch. 5, P. 46) These objects that are necessary to our lives have intrinsic value, but are also short-lived. The creation of money allows us to avoid the problem of perishing value: “if he would give his nuts for a piece of metal, pleased with its colour; or exchange his sheep for shells, or wool for a sparkling pebble or a diamond, and keep those by him all his life…he might heap up as much of these durable things as he pleased.” (Locke, Book II, Ch. 5, P. 46) Money becomes an intermediate representation of value which can be exchanged for objects which are valuable on their own. Because money lasts for a long time, “the invention of money gave [men] the opportunity to continue and enlarge” (Locke, Book II, Ch. 5, P. 48) their property. Not only does money allow us to bypass the loss of property and value, but it also allows us to collect a large amount of value—an amount of value that, if translated into perishable property, would be useless all at once.
As we collect a large amount of money, we no longer know what to do with it. Small amounts of money are easy to conceptualize. Twenty dollars is a small sum as well as enough to buy a shirt. A hundred dollars is a pleasant amount of money as well as several hours of work. Yet we are unable to conceptualize what a million dollars is. “That came to be what we all used to say when anybody used numbers that they could not count well anyway a million or three.” (Stein) A million dollars is too many dollars to be conceptualized (it is an unreasonable sum), and “it is awfully hard for anybody to think money is money when there is more of it than they can count.” (Stein) This is important because as we use money, we stop thinking of it as representing the objects we really value (the things we can acquire with money) and start to value money on its own. Paradoxically, at that point if money represents itself, there is no reason for it to be valuable at all.
In order to deal with the difficulty of understanding the value of money, we try to exchange it for objects with intrinsic value. (phrasing? In order to conceptualize the value of money, we exchange money for property.) When we have too much money to count, we being to think of it in terms of what we can buy with it, which is actually a more “pure” way of representing its value because restores money to its original purpose of representing value. Before we can create a general understanding of what money represents by converting it into purchasing, we need to assign a monetary value to those purchases. We ““agreed, that a little piece of yellow metal, which would keep without wasting or decay, should be worth a great piece of flesh, or a whole heap of corn.” (Locke, P.37) The reason why a monetary value needs to be assigned is because “the desire of having more than man needed had altered the intrinsic value of things, which depends only on their usefulness to the life of man,” (Locke p. 37) which muddles the value of property.
The solution to conceptualizing the value of money is barely a solution. As a representation of the idea of value, money is too many steps away from its actual usefulness to be easily understood. And “gold and silver [or money], being little useful to the life of man in proportion to food, raiment and carriage, has its value only from the consent of men.” (Locke, Book II, Ch. 5, P. 50) By spending money and converting it into objects, we come closer to understanding its value.
Money is challenging to use because we lose sight of what it represents. There is a disconnect between what we do to earn money, and what we can obtain with it. Money might be challenging to use because we are unable to conceptualize the value of money, but when a million and three are the same, it is very easy to spend.
