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	Do you want money? The idea of money was created by traders who wanted a more efficient way of exchanging goods and services. Even though money has become an entity sought after by all, it is hard to define what it is. Without something defined it is hard for people to grasp what it is that they have and that in turn leads to confusion. People need things to be definite in order to recognize them, that is why money which has no definite form is challenging to use.	
	One form money takes other than just paper or metals is other goods. Smith mentions that
“Salt is said to be the common instrument of commerce and exchanges in Abyssinia; a species of shells in some parts of the coast of India; dried cod at Newfoundland; tobacco in Virginia; sugar in some of our West India colonies; hides or dressed leather in some other countries; and there is at this day a village in Scotland where it is not uncommon, I am told, for a workman to carry nails instead of money to the baker’s shop or the ale-house.” (Smith IV)
telling us that there are varieties of goods that could be used in place of money. Purchasing becomes complicated due to the many goods that could be traded. This is especially true in the past when money first came to be. It is hard to buy what you desire when the form of money that you have makes it as inconvenient as shown in the Wealth of Nations by Smith’s text 
“The man who wanted to buy salt, for example, and had nothing but cattle to give in exchange for it, must have been obliged to buy salt to the value of a whole ox, or a whole sheep, at a time.” (Smith IV)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Smith gives us a sort of prediction about how the future of money will be. It will change and keep changing to fit the needs of the people. The form follows this change as it did in the past with the many different materials and goods. It becomes difficult to see what money really is. It has no definite form for it is only a medium of exchange. It represents things that could be used in a trade as money which causes it to be challenging.
	On the other hand, money can also come in the form of credit. Credit is a “sister” of money as Defoe points out but credit is also equivalent to money for trade and purchases. Traders need credit to maximize their gains along with money, but if credit can be money then why do they need credit? Defoe points out that 
“the'Weavers and Merchants may give credit, their goods are of so much less moment to the shop-keeper, that they must trust, but the more important shew must be finish'd first; and paid first; and when that has made a deep hole in the Tradesman's stock, then the remainder may be spar'd to furnish the shop with goods, and the rnerchant must trust for the rest.” (Defoe 281)

Showing, that there are times when people who want to purchase goods have no money on hand but if you were to allow purchase with credit which guarantees money later, then your business will boom. Credit can be a substitute for money but their relationship is very complicated, another reason why money can be challenging to use. 
	As you may know, money is different in various parts of the world as shown above by Smith. In the modern era, money can be exchanged for the currency in that specific location. This exchange shows clearly that money is not definite; you cannot use one form of money everywhere. Defoe is similar in that idea but portrays it using credit.
	Defoe and Smith both address that money can be substituted because it can come in various forms. Credit can be money, but it is an entity on its own and other goods can serve as money all because money has no definite form. The idea that money is concrete is only an illusion. Money is only a medium of exchange and is relatively unstable; it can change with time. This instability in form makes it challenging to use.













