	Money is an entity that nearly all human beings utilize to gain wealth, a living, and to satisfy their needs. It is an essential instrument that is used generally as payment for goods and services. Therefore, money can represent any object that seems to have some value. With that being said, most would view money as a simple item that can be easily manipulated from a walnut to gold. Yet, money is not as straightforward as many think because money can represent practically anything that can be used for profit. Money can be interpreted in many different ways, and no two interpretations are alike. Even though money appears to be a simple matter, in actuality, money is rather difficult to decipher. Thus, money is a challenge to use because it is a broad topic that produces a variety of different interpretations.
	When people think of money, they automatically think of dollars, coins, checks, and credit. Those items are used to satisfy the needs of people because all of them have value. Whoever obtains the most “value,” will survive and make a living for himself/herself. This leads to a discussion about value, which also happens to have many interpretations. People view value differently depending on social ranks, age, or cultures. This issue is addressed in Gertrude Stein’s text, “Money.” In the introductory paragraph, she wrote, “Everybody who earns it [money] and spends it….knows that money is money, anybody who votes it to be gathered in as taxes knows money is not money.” Already, she states that in those who work for money knows that what they earn is money. In contrast, those who don’t view money as money just vote it off as taxes. Stein may have defined a difference in social ranks because of how money is utilized by the working class vs. the wealthy, and/or the working class vs. the non-working. To support her claim she added, I remember when my nephew was a little boy he was out walking somewhere and he saw a lot of horses; he came home and he said, oh papa, I have just seen a million horses. A million, said his father, well anyway, said my nephew, I saw three… we all used to say when anybody used numbers that they could not count well anyway a million or three.” This anecdote is simply stating that a child may perceive a single $1 dollar bill as treasure, whereas a working adult would view that dollar bill as spare change. A million or three horses, or a $1 dollar bill, it all comes down to the fact that money possesses diverse interpretations of value. Money is being used differently because it is valued differently. Those who work and spend their earnings know the difference between a million and three.
	Though Stein’s work contains well-thought and humorous evidence to support that money is difficult to use and the value of money is seen differently through the eyes of working and non-working people, it is another interpretation. Another view on money would be Defoe’s piece, “On Credit.” In this work, Defoe describes a relationship between money and credit. He then portrays credit as a sensitive, emotionally imbalanced woman. Lady Credit is also difficult to control, “Nor is she to be won by the greatest Powers; Kings cannot bribe her; Parliaments cannot force her; as has been seen by manifold Ex perience, among a great Variety of Ladies.” Those who can use Lady Credit’s gift to restore stability into an economy can have her as his mistress. In Defoe’s work, one notable man who was kind to her was King Charles II. He was good to her and in return, she gave him money. “What vast Anticipations did she bring him, upon every Act of Parliament…that, had he gone on, he might in time, meerly by this jades Assistance, have got all the Mony in the Nation into it.” Though he got what he wanted, King Charles II borrowed more than he can return. He took advantage of Lady Credit and as a result, she left him to find another man. Although Defoe’s point of view is misogynistic, he is correct that credit and money come hand in hand. When a country uses credit appropriately, money is produced. Credit is a free agent. No one can bind her to do his bidding. This is what makes money challenging to use because of credit. According to Defoe, unless he treats Lady Credit kindly and fairly, she will him for someone else. Only can he use her properly will he obtain money. Without credit, no money and in turn, no value.
What makes money challenging to use? There is no clear and concrete answer because one response leads to another question, which is followed by a response to the second question. In a way, money is like a human being. It is not satisfied with one definite interpretation like a human being is never satisfied with what she has in her possession. To conclude, general statements cannot define this seemingly simple yet powerful word. There is more meaning to this word that people have yet to discover.
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